
Where to find us:   

 620 East Smith Rd., Unit E-5A, Medina, Ohio  44256 

 330.722.1190 

 Email address:  BirthcareMedina@aol.com  

.Open Hours: 

 Monday and Tuesday: 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.    

 Thursday: 12 Noon - 2:00 p.m. 

 Saturday: 10:00 a.m. - Noon 

 

December  2008               A United Way Agency serving Medina County since 1976

Dear Friends, Supporters and Volunteers, 

In Our Clients’  

Own Words… 

Each time a new client is registered 
at Birthcare we ask the question 
“Why do you need our help today?”  
Here are some of the answers we’ve 
received in recent months. 

“I am not working and out of 
diapers and formula.  I need 
warm clothes for the baby and, if 
possible, someplace other than a 
playpen for her to sleep.  It is 
hard right now to find work and 
to take care of things.”  

“I am expecting a baby in the 
next four months and, because 
of no income for the past three 
months, I don’t have anything 
for him. My family is helping me 
as much as they can by 
providing a place for me to stay, 
but they don’t have the extra to 
provide for my baby as well.” 

“What money we do have needs 
to go towards food and utilities.” 

“My husband does not get paid 
for another week and we are 
running very low on diapers.” 

“My husband works, but we do 
not have enough money for 
everything.  We have a lot of 
medical bills.” 

 

How You Can Help… 

Collect needed items for 

Birthcare within your family, church 
or community group. 

Adopt one of 

our client families 
for Christmas. 

Contribute to 

our general fund 
or our endowed 
scholarship fund 
which enables us to purchase 
needed items for infants or provide 
scholarships to clients. 

Donate stock to our Ameritrade 

account which benefits Birthcare 
provides a tax advantage to you. 

Remember Birthcare in your 

estate plans. 

Volunteer your time by working 

in our office or helping with various 
other tasks throughout the year. 

 

If you would like to receive 
our newsletter via email, in 
order to help us cut printing 
and mailing costs, you can 

contact us at  
birthcaremedina@aol.com 

Christmas at Birthcare 

The holiday season is a busy time of 
year at Birthcare. In November we 
identify some of our neediest 
families who will receive Christmas 
help from the St. Francis Xavier 
giving tree.  We then are hard at 
work helping provide Christmas for 
other families who request 
assistance up until the days before 
Christmas.  The Medina community 
is so generous at this time of year 
and, with their donations, we are 
busy stocking our shelves for our 
clients for the year ahead. 

 

 Winter clothing and coats, 
sizes 2T-4T 

 Children’s books 
 Blanket sleepers, sizes 2T-4T 
 Children’s 

winter hats and 
mittens 

 Crib sheets   
 High chairs 
 Alimentum, Nutramigen and 

Isomil Advance  formulas 
 Diapers, newborn  and sizes 

4, 5, and 6  
 Pull-ups, sizes 2T- 5T 
 Baby wash and ointment 
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Did you know? 
Birthcare has a number of volunteers 

who also volunteer or work with other 

community agencies.  Their 

involvement enables us to collaborate 

with these agencies in various ways. 
 

 Lisa Rice- Life’s Treasures- 

Hospice of Medina County 

Joanne Weiler- Project Learn 

Carol Szakovits- St. Francis Xavier 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 

Jennifer Kmitt- Help Me Grow 
 

 Our thanks to these volunteers for 

their valuable contributions in our 

community. 
 

Of Note… 

In the past several months 
Birthcare has been the recipient of 
some notable contributions. 
Western Reserve Bank 
employees chose to kick off their 
United Way Campaign by collecting 
diapers, formula and many other 
items for Birthcare in September.  
The ladies of the Angels in Red 
Hats Society of Valley City 
collected numerous baby items 
including books, sleepers, hand-knit 
items and much more after 
receiving our newsletter and seeing 
our needs. The Medina Kiwanis, 
Young Children Priority One 
Committee, donated gift cards to 
Giant Eagle and Get Go to help 
our families in need. Connection 
Church has made regular monthly 
monetary contributions this year 
from their collections. US Cotton 
LLC donated numerous cartons of 
wipes after learning of our needs 
through United Way.  The Knights 
of Columbus, Medina Council 
4168, generously donated $500 in 
November.   

Website Update… 

We have recently begun the process 
of developing a website for 
Birthcare.  Our thanks to Gary 
Nolan, who has volunteered to 
design the website for us, and also 
to Ken Wolff, who has volunteered 
to maintain it. We will keep you 
posted! 

Special Thanks to: 

Judy Fisher, who made calls for us 
to various companies for donations 
of wipes.  

Lisa Rice, who has been training 
new volunteers on a regular basis. 

Lisa Knight, who tirelessly works 
to keep our office staffed. 

Joanne Weiler, who has been 
inputting client data all year. 

Marie Charek, our sorting and 
organizational angel. 

Suzie Milam, for continuing to 
evaluate new items that come in.   

Carol Szakovits, for delivering the 
St. Vincent de Paul Blanket Sunday 
items to our office. 

Sincere Thanks for 

Financial Gifts,     

Sept.-Nov. 15 

 John and Kathy Batchelder 

 Molly Campbell  

 Eric and Jeanette Carl 

 Catholic Charities 

 Thomas Chester 

 Connection Church 

 Hy-Production, Inc. 

 United Way of Cleveland-
positive designations 

 United Way of Medina 
County- designations and 
allocations 

 Terry and Marita Tulisiak 

 George and Ruth Rodgers 

 Erin and Elaine Rankin 

 Knights of Columbus, 
Medina Council 4168 

In Memory of….                                   

Rosemary 

Nottingham 

from 

Charles 

Nottingham 

 
 

Sincere Thanks for 

Material Gifts,    

Sept.-Nov. 15 

 Ruth Fullard 

 Living Hope Church 

 Annette Maches 

 Toula Barlow 

 Western Reserve Bank 

 Kiwanis Club of Medina, 
Young Children Priority 
One Committee 

 Sue Taylor 

 Darla Vermillion 

 Sue Monroe 

 Jill Coffey 

 Kristy Korinek 

 Tammy Smyrk 

 Stephanie Maxwell 

 Jennie Shannd 

 Jen Coppola 

 Maureen Lawrence 

 St. Francis Xavier Trees and 
Treasures 

 Jan Valach 

 Project Linus 

 Carrie Myers 

 Genevieve Newman 
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 Lynn Carr 

 Angels in Red Hats Society 
(Valley City) 

 Marina Marquez 

 Gretchen Buchanan 

 Shannon Hill 

 Amy Roark 

 Brunswick Senior Knitters 

 Anna Taylor 

 Lisa Knight 

 Lynn Foradori 

 Jeanne Walter 

 Tara Jarjabka 

 Jill Joreski 

 Our Lady of Grace Church 

 Gretchen Buchanan 

 Bridget Priestley 

 Our Lady Help of 
Christians 

 Life’s Treasures 

 Terri Canterbury 

 Steve Ondi 
 
 

We recently received a touching 
donation from an 84 year old 
cancer patient who was at a 

chemotherapy session and heard, 
through her daughter, that 
Western Reserve Bank was 

collecting items for Birthcare.  She 
emptied her pockets of all the 
money she had at the time and 

asked “Do you think they would 
take cash?”  We agree with her 

daughter who told us, “What an 
awesome mom and awesome 

lady!” 
Thank you, Molly Campbell. 

 

Client Report 

In ten and one half months, 
through 11/15/08, volunteers have 
served 408 clients during 1,166 
visits.  We   have met:  

 804 requests for infant clothing 

 231 requests for infant formula 

 193 requests for baby food 

 1,069 requests for diapers 

 71 requests for car seats 

 76 requests for cribs/mattresses  

 85 requests for other equipment 

 14 requests for gift cards for 
basic needs  

Welcoming Our  

Newest Volunteers… 
 

We are happy to welcome several 
new adult and teen volunteers to 
our growing Birthcare staff.  Joining 
us in the past several months are 
new adult volunteers Kathy 
Warner and Susan Taylor. New 
teen volunteers are Maura 
Gorman, Paul Mahon, Taylor 
Potoczak and Maria Smith.  We 
appreciate their willingness to give 
of their time to help those that 
come to us in need of help and 
support. 

 

1. We will have scholarship 
applications for 2009 available to all 
clients that come to our office 
beginning January 1.   

2. If you are able to help transport 
and sort items from the St. Francis 
Xavier School Advent collection on 
December 19 at 10:30am, please let 
us know.   

3.  Please make sure to stay until 
closing time.  You can lock the 
doors 10-15 minutes earlier but we 
need you to stay the scheduled two 
hours.  Many clients have difficulty 
finding a means of transportation to 
our office and they rely on us being 
there during open hours. 

4. If anyone is interested in taking 
charge of emailing the newsletter to  

supporters who request it, please let 
us know.  We send out the 
newsletter four times a year. 

5.  We have been entertaining ideas 
regarding possibly having a bulletin 
board for clients in the office with 
pertinent educational information 
for parenting, community programs 
and resources; or a quarterly 
newsletter that would contain that 
information available in the office 
for our clients to take. If you have 
any ideas or an interest in helping 
out with this new project, please 
email us with your thoughts.   

6.  Please refer any clients who need 
car seats to either Community 
Action or the WIC program at the 
County Health Department.  Both 
of these agencies have certified car 
seat installation personnel who will 
correctly install the seats.  
Community Action requires an 
hour long class and the WIC 
department will charge based on the 
client’s ability to pay. 

7. We recently received information 
from Catholic Charities regarding 
their adoption program that is 
based at Parmadale in Cleveland.  If 
you do have a client who might be 
considering adoption, they can be 
referred there.  You will find all the 
necessary information in our 
community resource binder along 
with other adoption resources. 

8. We are looking for any teen who 
may be interested in putting layettes 
together from time to time. 

Have a joy-filled holiday season!             

Marita Tulisiak LISW, Director  
330.725.1118  
Diane Bugner, Assistant Director 
330.723.5955



 
 

Did you know that a donation of……… 

 

 $20.00 will provide enough formula for an infant for a week?  

 

$30.00 will provide a new winter coat for a toddler? 

 

$40.00 will provide a new car seat for an infant? 

 

    $100.00 will provide a crib for an infant? 

           

$150.00 will provide a crib and mattress for an infant?  

 

     $500.00 will provide a scholarship for job training             

                                                      for a young mother? 

 

 

 

******************************************** ************** ******  

I would like to make a donation to Birthcare of Medina County 

 

   Please use my donation for    ________ an item listed above    

           ________ General fund  

           ________ Scholarship fund  

 

Name _______________________________________________________ 

 

Address _____________________________________________________ 

 

City  ______________________________    State ______      Zip Code ________ 

 

Birthcare of Medina County 

620 E. Smith Rd. Unit E -5A 

Medina, OH 44256 

All donations are tax-deductible 

THANK YOU! 



 

Board of Directors    Upcoming Events 
 

Edward Bugner, President    December 15 - SFX Giving Tree  

Claudia Cihlar, Secretary                     gifts pick-up 

Diane Bugner, Treasurer      December 19  - SFX school  

Marie Edmonds            Advent collection pick-up 

Marguerite Krahe                January 1 2009 -  Scholarship  

Sally Pap            applications available to clients 

Rosanne Summerville     January 15 -  Fundraising and  

Marita Tulisiak           Finance Committees meet 7pm 

Kenneth Wolff             

        

        

           
          

 

 620 E. Smith Road, Unit E-5A 
 Medina, Ohio  44256 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                            


